APPENDIX IV

LETTER FROM K. KELAPPAN NAIR

SATYAGRAHA ASHRAM,

VAIKOM,

June 18, 1925

MY DEAR MAHATMAJI,

The first class Magistrate, the Asstt. Supdt. of Police and the Devaswom
officials are come here ready to open tomorrow just half the roads in question
(vide the plan enclosed) *, if I would thereupon stop satyagraha. We cannot
accept this solution which is no solution at all. We never had any fascination
for these Vaikom temple roads. We fought to establish a principle. Our con-
tention was no man should be excluded from the use of public roads on the
ground that he is an unapproachable. The Govt. by shutting them out from the
use of half of the roads, in fact perpetuates the contention that certain public
roads ought to be closed against certain individuals on the ground that they belong
to a particular caste. If we stop the satyagraha it would mean that we acquiesce
in the old principle which the Travancore Govt. newly enunciates. We certainly
cannot do that I therefore said that I could not abandon the fight.

The qure is worse than the disease. Till now we could at least give the
people the hope that we shall succeed in the end. If we stop satyagraha now
we cannot face the people holding our heads erect. Why is the eastern road
not opea? Not because the savarnas who opposed our entry into any of
those roads are agreeable to this, arrangement. If three roads are to be opened
in spite of them they do not at all mind if the fourth road is also opened.
Then why has the Government adopted this stupid course which satisfies no
party? I cannot find any Conceivable reason for it except that the Govt. also
uphold \mapproachability. If it be that the priests will not perform puja they
have already secured better men from the point of view of their learning, to
perform puja in case tide present men strike. The Government could not have
conceived of a more silly solution.

We shall have failed deplorably in the eyes of the people if we abandon
the fight in these circmfistances. Please advise me what to do.

Awaiting your reply by wire,

Tours obediently,
K. KELAPPAN
PS.

Today I have also sent to you a telegram for your instructions.
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